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"He was taken up into heaven:
there at the right hand of God he took his place."
 

The Word This Week

Ascension in not just a feast that happens to fall in Eastertide: it is an integral part of the Easter mystery. Remember the Lord’s words at the Last Supper: “I am going to prepare a place for, and after I have gone and prepared you a place, I shall return to take you with me.” The resurrection presumes the Lord’s return to the Father. This is therefore a feast of hope: our hope in the Lord’s return, as he went. Our hope that he will take us with him, when our bodies are raised as his was. Our hope that we will take our place in heaven, where he sits on the Father’s right.
 
First Reading: Acts of the Apostles 1:1-11
The writer is Saint Luke, and the first lines of this reading are a link between the Gospel which bears his name and this book. The Gospel dealt with everything Jesus said and did until he was taken up into heaven; Acts will tell the story of what happened next. The first paragraph is a summary of what happened in the forty days between the resurrection and today: Jesus “showed himself alive to them” (the Apostles) and instructed them. In the second paragraph they have gathered together (later Luke tells us it was on top of the Mount of Olives) to receive their final instruction – a promise of power, when the Holy Spirit will come down upon them. And with this power will come a task: to witness to all of this throughout the whole world. Then, in the mysterious last paragraph, Jesus disappears from sight, and a second promise is made: that he will return. One interesting point: this is one of only a handful of occasions when the words of the Lord Jesus appear outside the Gospel.  Let this thought enter your minds and hearts as you listen to the reading.

 
Second Reading: Ephesians 1:17-23
In the first half of this reading, there are three key concepts: hope, glory and power, which are gifts for us. Where do we find this hope and glory? What power has God exercised for us? Paul gives the answer in the second half (beginning from “This you can tell…”) We know about these things because of the resurrection and ascension. Because Christ has been raised, because Christ now “fills the whole creation”, THEREFORE we know that God gives us hope, God promises us glory, and God exercises power on our behalf. This is a difficult reading.  Consider the way in which the two halves fit together. If you catch the passionate quality of the second sentence, it will help to get a real feel for this reading, especially the phrases “so that you can see…”, “rich glories” and “infinitely great”.  It inspires us with hope.
 
 The Cycle of Prayer (Eastertide)

During Easter, we are asked to pray for these intentions:
New Members of the Church; Vocations; The Right Use of the Media; the Church; Human Work.
Confessions:
St. Bede’s:

Saturday:   6.00pm-6.20pm

St. Godric’s

Saturday:  10.30am-11.00am
St. Joseph’s

Saturday:    9.30am-9.50am, 10.30am-11.00am, 

4.30pm-4.55pm
Feast Days

	Monday, 21 May
	St. Godric of Finchale

	Tuesday, 22 May
	St. Rita of Cascia Rel


	Friday, 25 May
	St. Bede the Venerable P, D (DC)
St. Gregory VII, Pope



	Saturday, 26 May
	St. Philip Neri P


	Sunday, 27 May
	Pentecost Sunday




	
	


NOTICES
Sympathy
We extend our sympathy to the family of the late George Frederick Humble who died on 10th May.
Requiescat in pace.

News from our Schools

St. Godric’s and St. Joseph’s schools are delighted to be hosting the award-winning Ten Ten Theatre Group.  Both schools would like to invite all parents and Governors to attend a short session from 9am-10.00am.  The theatre company will be in St. Godric’s Primary School on Tuesday 22nd May and in St. Joseph’s Primary School on Wednesday 23rd May.
The key stage 2 pupils from St. Godric’s School would like to invite their parents and the parish to Mass at 9.00am (please note change of time) and afterwards to join them at a collective worship entitled “Building Bridges”. This is taking place in the school hall on Friday 25th May at 9.30a.m.

Rotas – St. Bede’s

The rota for the period June-August is now available for collection at the back of church.
World Communications Day,

20th May – Ascension Sunday
Today we are encouraged to pray for communications professionals and there will be a second collection for the Catholic Communications Network.  The CCN provides support for the Bishops of England and Wales and the Church more widely in promoting the Gospel through the media on current issues, and was responsible for the media co-ordination of the Papal Visit.

Durham Churches Together

Copies of the June “Grapevine” detailing events/services etc is on the notice-board at the back of church.
Diocesan Training Courses
The following courses will take place in the Diocese over the coming weeks.  Please contact the parish secretary if you would like to attend any of them.  (See posters at the back of church).

· 28 May – Gather My People, Refresher Evening for Liturgical Leaders, St. Joseph’s, Gateshead, 7-9pm
· 9 June – Called to the Supper of the Lamb – Day of Reflection for Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion, at St. Joseph’s Church, Gateshead, 10.00am-4.00pm.  Please note that all Special Ministers have undertaken to attend a day of reflection every year.  
· 16 June – Lift up your Hearts. A day led by Martin Barry of Salford Diocese.  Come and explore new music especially for the New Translation of the Mass at St. Joseph’s Parish Centre, Gateshead, 10.30am until 4.00pm, with Mass at 3.00pm. Please bring a packed lunch.
Ministers and Readers – St. Joseph’s

It is hoped to publish shortly a list of telephone numbers of ministers and readers to enable substitutions to be made more easily.

If you are a minister or reader and you do not wish your phone number to be published, please contact the Parish Secretary by telephone or email no later than the end of May.
SVP Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Lunch

Please join us for a buffet lunch and watch the celebrations in London in the Jubilee Room on Sunday 3rd June at 12.30pm.  Please sign the list at the back of church if you would like to join us.

Urgent Need for Lay Leaders

Without more volunteers to lead Eucharistic Services in our three churches, there is a very real danger that on those days without Holy Mass there will be no service at all. 
For those who would like to help, please see Fr. Colm.  Excellent training will be given by Fr. Adrian Dixon at St. Mary’s Church, Blackhill in June.  The dates are all Thursdays – 14th, 21st and 28th from 10.00am until 3.30pm and there  is a requirement to attend all three sessions. Please think seriously about this – your parish needs your help.
Mass to Celebrate the lives of loved ones – Saturday 26th May

The Bereavement Group invites you to the above Mass at St. Joseph’s at 10.00am.  This is a lovely celebration of the lives of our nearest and dearest relatives and friends.  You will be invited to lay a flower in remembrance and these will stay on the altar throughout the weekend of Pentecost.  Tea, coffee and cake will be available in the Jubilee Room afterwards.  Please come and join us.
Pentecost Praise – East Durham Churches Together

EDCT will be holding a service of Pentecost Praise at Carrville Methodist Church on Sunday 27th May at 3.00pm.  The Salvation Army Band and Carrville Church Music Group will provide the music and donations will be invited to the Methodist Relief and Development Fund.  All welcome.

Healing Service

A Shalom Healing Service takes place at 6.30pm on 27th May at St. John’s, Neville’s Cross.  Catholics, Anglicans, United Reformed and Methodists regularly gather to pray for their own intentions, our local communities and our world.  Local clergy from different traditions take turns to lead the service.  There is an opportunity to be prayed with if you so wish.  Everyone welcome.
Advance notice of Forthcoming Events
St. Joseph’s Book Sale

The book sale will take place over two weekends, commencing on Saturday 9th June.  Donation of books will be greatly appreciated.

All proceeds towards the cost of James Kell’s expedition run through ‘World Challenge’ to Costa Rica from 19th July to 8th August.
Fr. Gordon Ryan – Celebration
Fr. Ryan, a former priest of Ss. Godric and Bede, will be celebrating the 40th anniversary of his ordination to the priesthood and has extended an invitation to parishioners to join him and his current parishioners.  On Wednesday 27th June, there will be Mass at 7.00pm at the church of Our Lady Immaculate & St. Cuthbert, Crook, followed by a reception in St. Cuthbert’s Centre.

Diocesan Mass of Welcome for New Catholics, Thursday 31st May at 7.00pm, St. Joseph’s Church, High West Street, Gateshead
All are welcome – the newly received, baptized, their sponsors, families, parish priests, catechists and friends.  Mass will be celebrated by Bishop Séamus. (See poster at the back of church).
Procession in Honour of the Blessed Sacrament, Ushaw College, Sunday 3rd June 2012

This will be led by Bishop Séamus.  There will be Exposition in St. Cuthbert’s Chapel from 2.00pm-3.00pm.  The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available during Exposition. Please bring a 
Pilgrimage to the Holy Land, 10 days/9 nights, 7-16 March 2013, Cost £850, deposit £150.  

Direct flight from London to Tel Aviv, staying in Bethlehem for 7 nights and Tiberias for 2 nights.

Walk in the land where Jesus walked: Mount of Olives/Mount Sion, Cana, Nazareth, Jericho, Jerusalem and much more.  Visits will be made to all the places associated with Our Lord’s Birth, Passion, Death and Resurrection.

There will only be one coach (50 places).  The cost does not include insurance or coach fare to London, Massada and the Dead Sea.
Contact Matthew Thirlaway on 0191 5266626 or Gloria on 01429 838852.

See poster at the back of church.
19th – 27th May 2012
Sunday 20th May – The Ascension of the Lord
	
	St Bede’s/St Godric’s School
	St Godric’s
	St Joseph’s

	Saturday
19 May
	6.30pm
Jim and Mary Bygroves
	10.00am

Frank McGoay
	10.00am
Priest’s Intention

5.00pm
Deceased members of the Charlton family



	Sunday
20 May
	
	9.00am
Alf and Rose Carr

3.00pm

Exposition
	11.00am
Margaret Storey
(Anniversary)

	Monday
21 May
	9.15am
Service of Word & Holy Communion
	10.00am
Service of Word & Holy Communion
	9.00am
Service of Word & Holy Communion

	Tuesday Time change

                  St. Bede’s
22 May
	9.00am
Service of Word & Holy Communion
	10.00am

	6.30pm
Exposition

7.00pm

Stephen, Lee, Becky, Jacqui and Jake (Anniv)

	Wednesday
23 May
	9.15am
George Michiels
(Anniversary)
	10.00am 


	9.00am
Service of Word & Holy Communion

	Thursday

24 May

	9.15am
Service of Word & Holy Communion
	10.00am
Fr. Vincent Mallaley
(1st Anniversary)
	9.00am
Jacobus Wantzing
(Anniversary)

	Friday  Time change       St. Bede’s
25 May

	9.00am

Henry and Stella O’Connor RIP
	10.00am


	9.00am

Service of Word & Holy Communion

	Saturday
26 May
PENTECOST VIGIL
	6.30pm

Belle Blakey
	10.00am

Elizabeth Mahon RIP
	10.00am

Special Intention (JH)
5.00pm

Ken Drane RIP

	Sunday
27 May
PENTECOST
	
	9.00am

Marilyn Cunliffe
3.00pm

Exposition
	11.00am

Bill and Peggy Ward


St. Cuthbert’s
	Sun 20 May
10.00am

6.30pm


	Mon 21 May
9.15am


	Tues 22 May
12.15pm

	Wed 23 May
7.00pm
	Thur 24 May
12.15pm
	Fri 25 May
12.15pm

	Sat 26 May
9.15am


Novena Prayer to the Holy Spirit





Renew your wonders


in this our day


as by a new Pentecost


Pope John XXIII





Father, pour out your Spirit


upon your people, and grant us


a new vision of your glory,


a new experience of your power,


a new faithfulness to your Word, and


a new consecration to your service,


that your love may grow among us,


and your kingdom come:


through Christ our Lord.  AMEN











